Madam, Sir,

An association related to the twinning between the Paimpol region and Grundarfjérdur
in Iceland, Grunda.pol was born in 2004 thanks to Jacques Saleiin, the then lord mayor of
Paimpol. He wished the inhabitants of his town, armed with its past “a la grande péche” (of
deep-sea fishing) off the coasts of Iceland to be able to exchange again with Icelanders and to
meet them. Since then, Grunda.pol has been trying to keep up the links between the two towns.

In 2012, with the support of the fisheries committee and of Grunda.pol, final-year-high-
school students from the Pierre-Loti Maritime high school travelled to Iceland. As the daily
regional newspaper Ouest-France mentions: “It was an outstanding and unforgettable trip. It
was centred around two themes: fishing, as is proper, with numerous visits of trawlers and of
fish and shrimp factories. All doors were wide open to us. Then tourism, with the geysers,
glaciers, volcanoes, hot pots... explained Michel Biger, a sailing teacher.”

In 2018, Grunda.pol has helped a third-year class of the Chombard-de-Lauwe junior
high school then run by madame Corfdir. This class of 25 pupils enjoyed a successful stay in a
school of the twin town. Despite the impediment of the language, the young Paimpol students
discovered another society and a different way of life. As the reports have shown, on their
return, the pupils were enthusiastic and happy with a trip which offered, at least to some of
them, an opening onto the world.

Supporting and backing pedagogical actions linked to Iceland for classes of pupils
interested in stays, studies or placements is the very meaning of our twinning. We are at your
disposal for any help, even financial,

I hope these few lines will arouse your own interest, as well as your teachers’ and your
pupils’.

Sincerely yours,



